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People pictured lining up to vote at Clovelly Surf Life Saving Club Picture: NCA NewsWire / Monique Harmer

Almost half of young Australians are voting primarily because they fear a fine, not
because they see it as a duty, a new landmark study has found, with a surprising
finding that young Australians not registered to vote were more likely to be wealthy
students than registered voters who simply forgot to show up on election day.

Gen Z voters are — naturally — the least registered voting age group, with about one in
10 voters aged 18-24 estimated not to have registered compared to 2 per cent in the
rest of the population.

Their voting behaviours will play a significant role in the upcoming federal election,



the first one where Gen Z and Millennials will outnumber Baby Boomer voters in
every jurisdiction.

The new paper, published in the international ‘Political Studies’ journal, found that

the main predictors of whether a Gen Z person would not vote were that they were
not employed, they had a low level of political interest, and they were more
disillusioned with democracy.

However, participation in political activities such as signing a petition, attending a
protest, or boycotting products were not reliable indicators of whether that young
person would vote or not.

That is, young activists who signed a petition, attended a protest, or boycotted
products were not more likely to vote than their peers in any statistically significant

way.

That broad group of non-voters can be split into two smaller groups: registered voters
who abstained on the day, and people who have not registered.

In a surprising finding, the young Australians who are not registered to vote tended to
be high income students.

The finding is contrary to the usual assumption that non-registered young Australians
tend to be poorer and less engaged than registered voters who merely forget to vote
on the day.

“Our research underlines that young people who do not vote are not necessarily more
disengaged from society than those who do vote,” authors Sofia Ammassari, Ferran
Martinez i Coma, and Duncan McDonnell wrote.

“While this may sound like good news, the less cheerful reality is that the reason we
do not find major differences in terms of attitudes towards parties is not because of
widespread enthusiasm for them, but because young voters are just as skeptical about



young non-voters about the extent to which parties care about them and offer distinct
platforms.”

They said their research reflected “broader international research on youth
disillusionment with party politics™

“Beneath the rosy veneer of high youth turnout created by compulsory voting in
Australia lies the same disenchantment with political parties as found across the
global north.”

The Griffith University survey of 1,500 Gen Z Australians — which deliberately
oversampled for people who did not vote — found that of the 622 that did vote, 47.4
per cent of them said they voted primarily because they did not want to get fined.

Just 215 per cent thought voting would make a difference, 16.6 per cent thought it
was their duty to vote, 10.9 per cent said there was a party or candidate they wanted
to vote for, and 3.5 per cent said they were interested in politics.

MORE ON THIS STORY

In North Carolina, Democrats counting on young voters

When will the opposition take young voters seriously? Mr
Dutton, it’s time you looked to Canada

By CLAIRE LEHMANN

Aussie leader’s huge election call

By RYAN BOURKE
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Women egged in anti-
Semitic attack at Bondi
Beach

Three men allegedly set upon
a number of women on
Saturday night in Sydney's
east, throwing eggs at them,
with police believing they
were targeted because of the
clothes they were wearing.

By JOANNA PANAGOPOULOS,
NOAH YIM

‘We did not want this’:
Trudeau vows retaliatory
measures against Trump

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has responded
with punitive measures
against $170 billion in US
exports in response to Donald
Trump dropping 25 per cent
tariffs against Canada, China
and Mexico.

By GAVIN BADE, NATALIE
ANDREWS, VIPAL MONGA,
SANTIAGO PEREZ

EDO could be stripped
of its charity status

The EDO could be stripped of
its charity status if the non-
profit commission finds it
breached public trust and
failed to act responsibly in its
legal challenge against Santos.

By RHIANNON DOWN, GEOFF
CHAMBERS



Think you’ll have access
to a specialist doctor if
you need one? Don’t be
SO sure

The mass resignation of
psychiatrists from the NSW
public hospital system may be
only the first tremor of a
seismic shift in the way our
public hospitals work in the
future.

By STEVE ROBSON

More related stories

The world faces its end
game as China takes the
lead

In this brave new world,
whoever controls Al wins.
After this week, as Cold War
2.0 took a nasty turn against
the West, it appears China is
frighteningly close to doing
just that.

By GREG SHERIDAN

Rival airline loyalty
programs offer Qantas
seats for less

Qantas reward seats are being
offered by other airline loyalty
programs for fewer points or
miles and lower carrier
charges. Why?

By ROBYN IRONSIDE
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EDO could be stripped of its charity status

The EDO could be stripped of its charity status if the non-profit commission finds it
breached public trust and failed to act responsibly in its legal challenge against Santos.
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Western Victorian communities under threat as bushfires rage

Evacuation warnings have been issued as firefighters battle fast-moving blazes amid
challenging conditions.
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